
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF ROSEMONT MIDDLE SCHOOL    LA CRESCENTa,  CA 91214 

HOLIDAY 

SPARTAN  

SPIRIT 
 

2018 DECEMBER Issue 

 

Photo courtesy of Mr. Leonard Coutin 

THE CAMP FOR 

LEARNING 

LEADERS 
By Audrey Chung 

At Rosemont Middle School, the ASB (Associated 

Student Body) is an important part of the school. They do 
fun activities such as planning and participating in the 
CFE events. Most importantly, the ASB students learn 
how to be good leaders. Recently, thirty-two seventh and 
eighth grade ASB students went on a trip to the 
Leadership Camp. Mr. Anker, the ASB adviser, made it 
happen.  

The camp took place in Santa Barbra. It was a 
three day trip and was the first year they took the trip 
down by train, instead of by bus. According to Mr. Anker, 
it was a time for students to bond, and really get to know 
each other. They did a lot of challenging team building 
games and other fun activities. 

Emilio Yniguez attended the camp. His favorite 
part was when they went to the beach and played in the 
sand and water. At the end of the Leadership Camp, they 
learned to be cooperative, and how to be a better role 
model for others. “We all had a really good time”, Mr. 
Anker said. The students in Rosemont’s ASB had a blast, 
learned about the importance of teamwork, and bonded 

with one another at the 2018 ASB Leadership Camp. 

 

The ASB students and advisers all had a great time at the three day 
Leadership camp in Santa Barbara. 
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Spartan Plans for 

Winter Break   

By Nicolas Fang 

It is that time of year where students are ready to 

leave school and are planning their vacation. 
However, what are their vacation plans? Everybody 
wants to know. Students probably know what their 
best friend is going to do, but what about the 
teachers? Some of the Rosemont family might be 
going as far as India or as near as their backyard. 
Where ever people plan on going, their focus will be 
on celebrating the holidays with family and friends. 

Most students in seventh and eighth grade 
are going to go out of state with their family. 
Student Jack Scofield is going to Las Vegas with his 
family and while he is there, he will be thinking of 
“family and Christmas presents.” Another student 
who is going away for winter break is Michelle 
Chung. She is going skiing with her family. 

Most of the teachers are going away for the 
holiday. Mrs. Dawson is going up North to Lake 
Arrowhead with her family and hoping that it will 
snow when she is there. Mrs. Welsh is taking her 
daughter to check out colleges in California. Coach 
Chappel is staying home for the winter break, as are 
many of the Rosemont teachers. Whether it is going 
as far as Korea or as near as a friend’s house, during 
this winter break, spend it with family and friends. 



 

Holiday Treats That Can’t Be Beat! 

By Serina Munoz 
 

Peppermint Pretzel Canes 
 

Ingredients:  
-6 oz. almond bark (or nut of your choice) cut into pieces 
-2 tablespoons of shortening  
-24 finely crushed peppermint candies 
-12 (8 1/2) inch pretzel rods  
 

Steps:  
1) Line cookie sheet with wax paper 
2) Melt almond bark and shortening over low heat, stir 
frequently! 
3) Pour into 2 quart baking dish  
4) Sprinkle crushed candy over separate sheet of wax paper 
5) Dip pretzels into almond bark, allow excess to drip off  
6) Roll in crushed candy canes  
7) Place on cookie sheet and place in refrigerator for 20 
minutes  
 

Recipe From: www.bettycrocker.com 
 

Nut Butter Fudge  
Ingredients: 
-5 cups white chocolate chips  
-3 cups sweetened condensed milk  
-3/4 cup    
 

Steps:  
1) Spray a 9 by 13 baking dish with non-stick cooking spray  
2) Melt the white chocolate chips over medium heat (Don’t 
stop stirring!) 
3) Stir together the white chocolate chips, condensed milk, 
and nut butter of your choice until combined  
4) Let the fudge cool until firm and set  
5) Enjoy! 
 

Recipe From: www.delish.com 
 

Peppermint Bark 
Ingredients: 
-12 oz. semi-sweet chocolate chips 
-12 oz. white chocolate chips 
-1/2 tsp. peppermint extract 
-8 crushed candy canes 
 

Steps:  
1) Place chocolate chips in heatproof bowl  
2) Microwave chocolate chips on low for thirty seconds 
3) Stir the chocolate until warm, not burnt 
4) Pour the melted chocolate onto a parchment lined baking 
sheet  
5) Sprinkle bark with candy cane pieces  
6) Freeze bark for ten minutes 
7) Enjoy! 
 

Recipe From: www.recipelion.com 
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UNITY IN DIVERSITY By Adeline Asadoorian 

The diversity of our world is an amazing thing to celebrate, especially during the holiday season. There is a vast range of 

people who celebrate the wide variety of holidays. Christmas, Kwanzaa, Armenian Christmas, and Hanukkah are just a 
few universally celebrated and traditional holidays. 

Christmas is the celebration of the birth Jesus Christ. Baby Jesus was born in a manger and the day is celebrated 
on the 25th of December. Christians Christianized the pagan/Roman holiday and the holiday is now celebrated by 
Christians around the globe. The religious holiday was not declared a federal holiday in America until June 26th 1870. 
The Armenians celebrated Christmas for the same reasons but celebrated the day on January 6th because of the fact 
that they were Christian and not a part of the Roman Empire at the time. The Armenians didn’t want to celebrate 
Christmas the same way the same day. However, Jewish people did not celebrate the birth of Jesus but instead 
celebrated the miracle of preserving God. They honor the day of the rededication at the second holy temple.  

During the celebration of Kwanzaa however, African Americans all over the world, honor the celebration of life. 
Kwanzaa begins on December 26th and ends on January 1st. Kwanzaa is not a religious holiday, it was Dr. Mualana 
Karenga who introduced Kwanzaa into The United States of America as a ritual to welcome the first harvests of fruit. The 
first harvest signifies a communal effort to working towards a successful harvest. Kwanzaa came from the Swahili word 
“Matunda ya Kwanza” or first crops. 

The one factor all these different holidays have in common are that they bring joy to those who celebrate. The 

diversity of these holidays and the people who celebrate them can unite us all in the spirit of the holiday season. 

An Anime Adventure 

By Atticus Lutz 

Anime club is an exciting environment where 

anime lovers can get together at Rosemont. 
What is anime? Anime is a style of Japanese 
animation. Some of the most popular anime are 
Naruto, and My Hero Academia. Anime 
characters often have large colorful eyes, and 
odd fashion.  

Janet Chun is the founder of the anime 
club. She says, “I made this club because there 
were no other clubs that interested me.” She is 
happy she made such a fun place where friends 
can come to talk about and draw anime. Rayluk 
Smith says, “I really enjoy this club because a lot 
of my friends come here.” Kylie Westerlund, 
another anime club student says, “This is the 
only club I’ve been too. The first time I heard 
about it I came.” 

The club takes place on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at lunch. It is in Mrs. Lynch’s room, 
1207. Mrs. Lynch teaches a fun seventh grade 
science class at Rosemont. On Tuesday’s anime 
club members draw and talk with friends. On 
Thursdays they watch a variety of different 
anime. Anime lovers will enjoy this club and all 

of its exciting activities. 

 

DON'T LET STRESS BE THE BOSS 

By Greer Roth 

When any teacher mentions the word finals the students all 

snap back to reality and start panicking! But maybe before 
getting alarmed, be sure to get some facts straight. Most of 
Rosemont’s teachers count finals as 30% or less, which is way 
less than what a regular test is worth. So take a deep breath 
and relax while the teachers of Rosemont give some tips on 
studying and stress management for finals. 

For finals a student’s greatest enemy is not their 
teachers but actually themselves. Procrastination. It affects 
almost all of the student body before the holidays begin. The 
teachers of Rosemont actually advise studying AT LEAST two 
weeks before finals and dividing up the subjects so students 
don't get overwhelmed. They also suggest to stay relaxed, study 
with a buddy, and if they don't understand something, ask the 
teacher. “My number one tip for studying is to use as many 
senses as possible.” explained Mr. Gang.  

A lot of teachers have sites that they recommend 
students use for studying. Quizlet and Khan Academy are useful 
for science, Crash Course has good videos for studying history, 
Khan Academy and I-Ready can be helpful for math, but I-Ready 
is also a good resource for English. Mr. Grant suggested, “Just 
remember, finals are not the end of the world. The more you 
can remain calm and focused, the more likely you are to do well 
on finals.” Just remember when studying to not stress out. 
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In The Spirit of Holidays: Ways to Volunteer 

By Sofia Santiago 

In the spirit of holidays, students should volunteer more often to help those in need. Those who help will contribute 

to families that don’t have cozy blankets and a decorated Christmas tree for their presents to lay under. 
For example, students could volunteer at animal shelters for the extra help. The animals without a family 

would love some company from warmhearted kids. Another way to contribute is to donate anything that is not 
necessary such as unwanted clothes and thick coats and hats for the kids that don’t have enough supplies to keep 
warm. Along with donating clothes, individuals could also give away cans of food and give away additional presents 
that were not needed to the kids that didn’t receive gifts. Although if students wanted to volunteer at school, they 
could offer to help out at the butterfly garden and or help clean up around the school. Outside of school, people 
could also offer services at nursing homes.  

In all, the holidays should encourage kids and adults to consider services to benefit another person. Even the 
smallest donation or helpful deed could make some ones day. 
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MAKING NEW YEAR’S 

RESOLUTIONS 

By Lourdesita Davis 

Most of the Rosemont family will have a New Year’s 

Resolution. These small goals are part of the 
celebration, whether they’re big or small goals for the 
New Year, but what are New Year’s Resolutions? 
When did the tradition start?  

Four thousand years ago in the Babylonian 
empire, the Babylonian’s celebrated the first “New 
Year’s”. Instead of starting on January first, the 
Babylonian’s celebration started in March when crops 
were planted. The Babylonian’s called this celebration 
Akitu and it lasted twelve days. During Akitu, the 
people would make a resolution, or a promise to 
Pagan gods. If those who made a promise kept it, it 
was believed that the Pagan gods would bestow a 
favor upon them for the New Year. The celebration 
went on for many years until in Rome they developed 
a new practice.  

New Year’s Resolution’s is the tradition of 
setting goals for the New Year. Some common 
choices for resolutions include starting a sport, read 
every day, or be more organized. Having a New Year’s 
resolution is important because if people set goals, as 
long as they keep the goal small and repeat it often, 
they will be successful in keeping that resolution. Goal 
setting theory states in order to set a doable goal 
people need to make it clear, challenging, make a 
commitment, and time limit. This is why New Year’s 
Resolutions often don’t work. People don’t make a 
commitment to it, and therefore they fail. The best 
advice is to not bother setting a resolution unless it is 
small, doable, and important enough to be 
committed to. Spartans will no doubt enter the New 

Year with their goals to meet. 

 

Holiday Movie Quiz 

By Natalie Avakian 

 
1. What does Buddy love to put on all foods, especially 

spaghetti in the movie Elf? 
  

2. In The Christmas Story, what does Ralphie’s mother 
repeat throughout the movie?   

 
3. Who was the voice of the original Grinch? 

 
4. In the Polar Express what did Santa Claus give to the 

boy as a gift? 
 

5.  In which city was the McCallister’s home in the first 
Home Alone? 

 
6. What brought Frosty the Snowman to life? 

 
7. Which ghost visited Scrooge in A Christmas Carol 

first? 
 

8. In Gremlins, what is the cute little Mogwi who is 
given to Billy called?  

 
9. What was Rudolph's father's name? 

 
10. Which store is mentioned in Miracle on 34th Street? 

 

Answers: 
1. Maple syrup     2.“Your gonna shoot your eye out.”  
3. Jim Carrey      4. A bell from his sleigh  
5. Chicago               6. A magical hat   
7. Ghost of Christmas Past   
8. Gizmo      9. Donner   10. Macy’s 
 



 

  

Holiday Story: ELVES OVERNIGHT  By Alyssa Cavataio   

Abby and her brother Johnny were stuffed after eating their Christmas dinner. They just had a huge family dinner 

with all the food you could think of.  Their family was going to spend the night so they can all be together for 
Christmas morning.  Abby and Johnny had to share their room with their annoying cousins so they were not so 
pleased about that.  After all the family fell asleep, Johnny heard a noise and jumped right up right out of his bed.  
The noise startled him so he woke up the one person he knew he could trust, Abby.  
“Abby, Abby, Abby!” Johnny said whispered.  
“What do you want Johnny,” she said annoyed.  
“I heard a noise,” said Johnny. Abby tried to tell him the noise was nothing to worry about but, Johnny insisted they 
should look. They walked out and saw a book glowing under their Christmas tree, they both stared at it with awe. 
They picked it up and didn’t notice what happened to them.   
 The next morning they wake up to their cousins’ deadly scream. The adults run in to see why they screamed, they 
also looked startled.  Abby and Johnny didn’t understand why everyone was acting weird.  They looked at each other 
and screamed, they were elves!  Abby went to the mirror first and observed her tiny body. Johnny thought it was 
cool having small bodies and pointy ears. They told everyone what happened the night before and declared that it 
was the book that made them turn into elves.  
“We need to get our regular selves back ASAP!” Abby shrieked. The book was still there so they observed the book 
and realized it said to call a number if something happened. They called and they hear a loud  
“Hello how are you doing today elves?”  
“How do you know we’re elves?” Abby said.   
“What!? You’re humans?!”  
“Yeah, we are!” Johnny said.  
“To return back to humans you must complete the challenge.  Do not call this number back unless YOU ARE 
ACTUALLY AN ELF!” The call immediately ends. In the book, it said they have to go to the Christmas store in the mall 
then hold a card and say a chant to become human again.  
“Let’s go,” Johnny said excitedly.   
They arrive and quickly start looking for the store. After a few minutes, but what felt like eternity, Abby finds the 
store.  They go in and try not to look suspicious while rummaging through the items. Johnny tells Abby there is 
something glowing in the back. They throw something the other way as a distraction, they run as soon as the 
employees go the opposite direction. It's a little elf hat, they both hold on to it, close their eyes, and say a chant 
“Humans, humans, we want to be humans” Once they open their eyes, they are humans again!  
“I’m never touching a book again!” Johnny said while laughing. As they both walked out, they promised to never 
look if they hear a noise again. Abby and Johnny also learned that family can get them through anything, no matter 
what.   
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MOVIE REVIEW: The Incredibles 2 

By Elizabeth Yun 

Incredibles 2 is the spunky animated sequel to the classic family film, The Incredibles. The sequel, Incredibles 2, 

incorporates action, humor, quirkiness, and science fiction, into one expertly animated movie, a goal that very 
family film should endeavor to meet. The movie continues the story of The Incredibles, a plucky family of 
superheroes, as they are faced with brand-new villains and family conflicts.  

Personally, I wasn’t expecting much from a sequel to a classic family movie. I thought that Incredibles 2 
couldn’t appeal to me anymore because I wasn’t part of its directed age demographic. However, I discovered upon 
watching the movie that it held the same charm to me as The Incredibles had to the four-year-old me. In truth, 
Incredibles 2’s action-packed plot and eye-popping colors can appeal to almost age of viewer.  

I give this movie a four-and-a-half out of five stars because its storyline and because the animation lacked 
nothing. If you’re looking for a fun movie that your whole family can watch over the holidays, I recommend 
Incredbles 2. Evil villains and demon babies go surprisingly well with a good cup of hot cocoa. 
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When you are excited about Christmas                                By Gavin Loder 

UN-HAPPY HOLIDAYS?  By Eric Eubank 

Holidays are a time of celebration, reflection, and giving. One thing everyone looks forward to giving, and receiving, 

is presents. Everybody has that one present that they have always wanted, the one present that they were so 
excited to open, that one perfect gift that they will always remember. However, along with all of the wonderful 
kinds of presents there are also the worst kinds of gifts. The present that people wish they had never opened. Some 
are boring and others quite strange, but none of them will be forgotten. From socks to slippers and pillows to 
shoelaces, students and teachers here at Rosemont have all gotten that one gift that will always be remembered as 
the worst. 

There are many reasons that a gift can be bad and one student, Esther Hwang, shared her thoughts on why 
she disliked the worst present she ever received. “The worst present I have ever gotten is a Barbie doll. I didn't like it 
because it was so pink and because I don't like dolls,” Esther says. Most people however, say that their least favorite 
gift was clothes, such as socks, sweaters, belts, or even shoelaces. There were other bad presents though, some that 
seem like they would be good but really aren't. Some such presents are expired chocolates, a broken bike, or a faulty 
drone. Another uncommon “worst present” that Spartans received is nothing, air, an empty box. This can make one 
think, is the worst present getting a gift that isn't particularly amazing, or is it not getting one at all? 

From empty gift cards to a cheap slinky, there are a variety of presents that can be categorized as 
disappointing. A multitude of gifts can let people down. So many ways that holiday gift giving can go from happy, to 
unhappy, but gift giving isn't really what the holidays are really about. They should be about reflecting, resolving, 
and rejoicing. Spending time with family and friends and being grateful. That includes being grateful for bad gifts. 
Besides, it’s the thought that counts, the intentions behind the present, not the actual quality of the gift. But 

sometimes one must think when receiving a bad gift: “what were they thinking?” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Maze          By Joseph Won 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer key on page 8    

Connect the Dots 
By Camenae Jones 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Answer key on page 8 
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Holiday FUN- FILL IN THE BLANKS 
By Lukas Newman 

It was the night before Christmas and the cold was unbearable, especially for  

__________ (male name), the snow man.  
Though the holidays are a time many enjoy, he hated the holidays, as with the holidays 
came the cold.  He didn’t actually hate the holidays, only the cold. His _________ (noun) 
nose dripped and he _____________(verb ending in -ed) constantly. The snow covered 
landscape and the lack of sunlight depressed him. He especially longed to move 
somewhere ___________ (adjective). But where, he thought, as he imagined a 
_____________ (adjective) island. At once he vowed “I will move to _____________ 
(somewhere warm and sunny), and buy a _____________ (verb ending in –ing), 
_____________ (animal) as a pet.” Eventually he ___________ (action verb) away from his 
life in the snow and rode his _____________ (animal) all the way to his new life. He 
___________ (verb ending in –ed) his days basking in the sun while inside a refrigerated 
box. Then one day he saw a beautiful ___________ (noun), and he fell in love. Being a little 
short of brains, he ____________ (verb ending in –ed) right out of his refrigerated box, and 
into the _____________ (adjective) sunlight... Oops. 
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Ask an Alien By Sophia Dillon 
Hi. My name isn’t important but know that I am just your friendly 

neighborhood Alien here to give you humans a bit of advice.  

My first letter reads: 
 
 

Dear Alien, 
My heart is full of woe. At the age of 14, I’m in love. I have a really good friend whom my feelings for 
have grown, but I’ve been hit with a wave of uncertainty and anxiety. I want to confess my feelings to 
my dear friend, but I’m afraid of her rejecting me. What should I do Alien? 

With Pain and Confusion, Woebegone Teen 
 

Dear Woebegone Teen, 
 I suggest that if you really want to tell her, just wait for the right time, and when you’re ready, just talk to 
her about it. Maybe you can say something like “Hey, I really like spending time with you, and I hope we be more 
than just friends. Would you like to hang out sometime?” Just remember Woebegone Teen, if you aren’t ready to 
tell her, that’s Ok too! I believe in you! 
 Good Luck, Alien 
 

Dear Alien, 
 I’ve gotten myself into trouble, I’m too nice! I can’t say know to anyone, and know I have so 
much extra work to do. I have a ton of extra projects and errands for “friends” and I still have to 
study! Not to mention I’m already tired enough waking up an hour early every day for a zero period. I 
need help! 

Tired, Overextended 
 

Dear Overextended, 
 You should start thinking about where you draw the line. It’s nice to do favors for friends, but you also 
need to know when to take time for yourself, and not just do other peoples work all the time. Saying no can 
sometimes be hard, but just be polite and say something like “I’m sorry but I can’t help, I’m already really busy,” 
or just a simple “Sorry, but no.” You also shouldn’t need to explain yourself; it’s your life, not theirs. 

Work a Little Less, Alien 
 

Dear Alien,  
 My parents recently got a divorce. I know it’s for the better, but the adjustment has been hard. 
My dad has become tense and silent, and at my mom’s house she is stressed out all the time. I feel so 
helpless, I can’t go to Mom or Dad right now, they have enough on their mind, and I don’t want to go to 
anyone at school because I don’t want them to worry. I need some advice on how to get through this on 
my own. 

Sincerely, Anonymous 
 

Dear Anonymous, 
 I’m sorry that you’re going through a rough time right now, and I think I can help. My first suggestion is to 
surround yourself with people you trust. Go to school clubs and spend time with your friends, it will make you 
feel better and take your mind off the divorce for a while. My second suggestion is to try talking to one of your 
close friends or an adult you trust about your situation, I’m sure they will be understanding. Another option is 
talking to a school counselor. It may not seem like it, but talking to someone about your problems is a really good 
step towards feeling better. 

Hope You Feel Better, Alien 
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?   WHAT IS MISSING FROM THE PICTURE

By Chloe Schroeder 
BOOK REVIEW: 

Crenshaw  

By Henry Fong 

Crenshaw is a sweet, 

heartfelt story that tackles 
the problem of families 
finding themselves 
homeless. The story is told 
through funny characters 
and an imaginary friend, 
named Crenshaw. 
Crenshaw, is an 
anthropomorphic cat, who 
enjoys doing headstands 
and taking bubble baths. 
With Crenshaw’s wisdom he 
helps the oldest child, 
Jackson, through the 
emotional problems he is 
having with his family and 
his life. 

As the story 
progresses we learn about 
some of their past of life 
experiences, such as how 
the family had been 
homeless before. We also 
learned that in the past 
Jackson had Crenshaw in his 
life the main times he 
needed him. It is like 
Crenshaw explains it, 
“Imaginary friends are like 
books, you only take them 
out when you need them.” 

Crenshaw was 
written by the great author, 
Katherine Applegate. She 
also wrote other 
magnificent works such as, 
The One and Only Ivan, and, 
Wishtree. Crenshaw is a 
must read. I would rate it 
4/5 stars, because I felt it 
was missing some detail. It 
was a wonderful piece of 
literature that could not be 
set it down, page after 
page. By the end of this 
book you will be begging for 
a sequel. 

 

Picture #2 

 

Find the 16 missing things below  Solution on page 8 
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Holiday Story:  

A CHRISTMAS TURNED UPSIDE DOWN  

By Suji Hong 

Every Christmas, the Jolly family lit up the house with Christmas cheer. The Jolly children, Holly and Noel, enjoyed spending time with their 

family, getting gifts, drinking hot cocoa, and singing carols. Their parents really loved Christmas to the point where they named their children 
things related to the holiday. Christmas break came like a breeze. The kids got really excited and got up early just to start decorating with their 
family. But when they arrived downstairs, they didn't see any boxes on the floor and their smiling parents. They were very shocked because 
they have always done the same thing every year as far as they remembered. Holly looked around for their parents while Noel still stood there 
in shock. 
  
“Holly, where are all the decorations? The tree, the lights, the star for our Christmas tree, and more importantly, where are our parents?”  
 
He then slowly crept to where his sister was standing. They looked in to the kitchen to see a mess. It was like a raccoon broke in and trashed 
the whole kitchen. Inside was a sink full of used plates, bowls, spoons, and forks. Nobody had washed the dishes in days! They saw their 
mother sitting at the table with her laptop opened but their dad was nowhere to be seen. 
  
“Mom, where's dad?” the siblings questioned. 
“Kids, I have no time to explain but to make this short, your father had some very important business to attend so he wasn't able to stay late this 
morning and left for work.” 
 
The two of them were very confused. Their father had always been there to greet them in the morning. The kids ignored it. He was their father 
after all. They couldn't be more thankful for him. They asked their mother if they were going to put up Christmas decorations.  
  
“I don't know. Your father and I are very busy. We can try make time for it.” she sighed. 
 
They nodded and left for their bedrooms. Holly knew this was going to happen one day. She had a feeling every year that one day, her parents 
wouldn't have the time for them. She understood though. Their parents made enough time for them and tried to hide their stress for a very long 
time. But on the other hand, Noel was very upset. He threw a fit in his own bedroom like a four year old. He couldn't understand why his parents 
couldn't do the same thing they do every year. Then he heard a knock on the door. He opened it and looked up to see his sister with a look of 
confidence in her face. 
 
“Noel, we are going to have a sibling meeting.” 
 
At the sibling meeting, she explained everything that their parents were going through and they both agreed that they had to do something 
about it. They started to exchange ideas until they came up with the perfect plan. They decided to make a coupon booklet that had pages of 
free chores that would be performed by them for their parents. Days had past and Christmas came. Holly woke up early to put up all the 
stockings so she can put in the gift for their parents. Soon, the rest of the family woke up. Their parents called for a family meeting. 
  
“Kids, we are so sorry. We know you two aren't used to this kind of Christmas where we don't do anything. We apologize to both of you.” 
 
Both were ready for this response and quickly accepted their apology. 
 
“As a gift to both of you. We got you something BIG,” their parents exclaimed. 
 
Their parents hauled in a huge gift and told them to open it. As they both approached the box, it started to move around and shake. Then that 
got them really curious. They counted down eagerly and flung open the box. Out came a huge golden retriever puppy. Holly squealed with 
delight and her brother started jumping up and down like he was some giant monkey. Once they calmed down, they looked at each other and 
nodded.  
  
“Now it's time for your gift,” they said mysteriously. 
 
The parents knew where their gift would be hiding and automatically went to the stockings on top of the fireplace. They dug their hands in and 
found two small papers. They looked closely and found a booklet called, “The Big Book of Chores” 
  
“That's really sweet of you two! What made you decide to make this?” 
 
When they explained their whole plan their parents gave them a big hug. The whole family learned a valuable lesson. Not everything has to go 

the right way to enjoy life. 


